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HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREGON. 


JANUARY 20, 1897.—Referred to the Committee on Comtiercé and ordered to be 
printed, 





The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the followin g 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR, TRANSMITTING, IN 
RESPONSE TO SENATE RESOLUTION OF DECEMBER 21, 1896, 
REPORT OF THE ACTING CHIEF OF ENGINEERS RELATIVE TO 
THE HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREG. 





WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., January 18, 1897. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Senate resolu- 
tion adopted December 21, 1896, as follows: 


Kiesolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to the Senate at his earliest con- 
venience such information as is in the possession of the Department relating to the 
harbor at Astoria, Oreg., together with such suggestion or recommendation as may 
be deemed advisable. 


In response to the foregoing, I beg to invite attention to the accom- 
panying report of the Chief of Engineers dated January 15, 1897, 
Very respectfully, 
DANIEL S, LAMONT, 
Secretary of War, 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, 
UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. O., January 15, 1897. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the following pre- 
amble and resolution of the Senate of the United States: 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
December 21, 1896. 
Whereas, it is alleged in a memorial submitted to Congress by the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of Astoria, in the State of Oregon, that by reason of the 
improvement at the mouth of the Columbia River, made by building the jetty, which, 
it is averred, is a perfect success, the channel at the entrance having been widened, 
deepened, and strengthened, so that the largest vessels that float can with perfect 
safety enter the Columbia River, and whereby the entrance to the Columbia River 
and the harbor of Astoria have been made equal, in all respects, to any on the Pacific 
Coast, and which improvement has already so stimulated the growth of commerce 
that greater and improved harbor facilities are required at the port of Astoria; and 
Whereas, it is further averred in such memorial that the construction of such jetty 
has also produced changes in the currents, channels, and sands inside of the mouth of 
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the river, which threaten encroachment upon and serious injury to the harbor space 
of Astoria, if not guarded against at once; and ; ° : 
Whereas, it is further represented in such memorial that in order to protect suc 
harbor sand bars should be removed, currents directed and controlled, and works 
and retaining walls constructed for the preservation of the channels and the anchor- 
age area in such harbor: Therefore, ; : ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to the Senate at his earliest conven- 


ience such information as is in the possession of the Department relating to the har- — 
bor at Astoria, Oreg., together with such suggestion or recommendation as may be 


deemed advisable. i p Z 
Attest: Wm. R. Cox, Secretary. 


In answer to reference of the above-quoted preamble and resolution 
to this office, I have to report that the harbor of Astoria is the deep, 
narrow channel extending along the water front of the city. Com- 
parison of the latest map (May and June, 1896) with earlier ones of 
dates both before the jetty was begun and at different times during its 
construction, shows changes in the depths and widths so very slight 
as to be of practically no importance; they are sometimes in one direc- 
tion and sometimes in the other. 

The shoals on the north side of this channel (Astoria being on the south 
side) are apparently building up, but without appreciably encroaching 
on the channel itself. 

The deep channel over the bar established by the jetty gradually 
shifted during the year preceding the survey of May-June, 1896, so 
that at the time of that survey it was in a very favorable, and what it 
is hoped will be its permanent, position; that is, straight out to sea. 

In the opinion of Capt. W. L. Fisk, Corps of Engineers, the officer 
in local charge, it is still too early to say what changes inside the mouth 
of the river may be due to the influence of the jetty, or what, if any- 
thing, should be done to attempt their control. 

The last river and harbor act appropriated $50,000 for the improve- 
ment of the river below Tongue Point, being part of an estimate of 
$121,550 submitted by the late Major Post (see Appendix U U, Annual 
Report of Chief of Engineers for 1895) for dredging the upper entrance 
to Astoria channel or harbor and removing a portion of the Sylvia de 
Grasse Reef. This will probably draw more water from the river into 
this channel and improve the harbor, while at the same time it is of 
direct benefit to the main ship channel of the Columbia above Astoria. 

It would be of material advantage if the remaining $71,550 could be 
appropriated in order that work might be begun on the Sylvia de Grasse 
Reef without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A A. MACKENZIE, 
cting Chief of Engineers. 

Hon. DANIEL 8. Lamont, 4 Disa : 

Secretary of War. 
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